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RECENT EVENTS  

Bi-Monthly Insight Tours  

UE Trip to New York City 

Student Art Show 

Open House 

Auction 

Grandparent/Special Person Day 

Book Fair 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Feel free to join us...) 

Student Choral Performance  

June 5, 4:30 pm 

Upper Elementary Science Fair 

June 17 from 6:30-8:00 pm 

Kindergarten Cross Over 

June 21 at 6:30 pm 

 

Inside this issue...  

Thereôs no place like home... 

 

Student onlookers join HVMôs Executive Director and Board Chair, Greater Haverhill 

Chamber of Commerce President Jajuga and a representative from Senator Baddourôs 

Office as the ceremonial ribbon is cut to mark ownership of the schoolôs new facility.    

Two hundred and seventy students and 46 staff members returned from February 
vacation to a bigger and better facility they now call home!  HVMôs move to the 
Ward Hill Business Park is the culmination of months of renovation to transform 
the former office building into a public school.   

The move represents a merging of three separate school sites into one location.  
ñHaving everyone under one roof reinforces the importance of communityï and 
that is a critical element of the Montessori philosophyò stated Executive Director 
Janet Begin.  In the previous locations, gym class was held outside year round, and 
art and music classes occurred in the general education classroom.  Now each of 
these programs has its own space allowing for better access to these subjects and to 
educating the whole child.   

It is true -what Dorothy said- ñthereôs no place like home.ò    
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On January 27, WBZ meteorologist Barry Burbank visited Hill View 

Montessori.   

He explained to us about how he wanted to be a meteorologist.  Way 

back in the fourth grade, he listened to a weather forecast.  ñItôs going to 

be a foot of snow,ò the forecast said.   

He told us he didnôt do his homework because he assumed he could do 

it the next day.  He went to bed, woke up at 4 a.m.  He looked out the 

window and saw no snow.  He started his homework, but never fin-

ished.  He told us, ñDonôt listen to meteorologists; do your homework no 

matter what.ò 

The 32-year veteran let us in on an important secret.  He lies.  I donôt 

think itôs technically lying.  He told us that he tells the public that rain 

has turned to snow.  Rain canôt take the form of snow while falling.  

What happens is the upper atmosphere gets colder. 

He also spent a good amount of time talking about the April Fools Bliz-

zard of 1997.  On March 30, 1997 (Easter Sunday), it was 66 degrees.  

Barry was looking at the radar.  ñOMG,ò he told us he was thinking.  

ñWhat should I do? What should I tell my viewers?ò  He said he decided 

ñI have to be truthful.ò  So he went on live TV and told everybody this 

might be the biggest storm this late in the season.  People called Barry 

and asked him if he was crazy.  On April 1, Boston would up with 25 

inches of snow.  The 25 inches of snow fell in 15 hours.   

Barry left to a ton of applause and reminded us, ñMake sure you do your 

homework, even if the meteorologist says there will be 2 feet of snow.ò  

This yearôs auction, themed ñThereôs No Place Like 

Home,ò drew a generous crowd that raised more than 

$26K for HVM. Among the auction items were gift 

baskets created by HVM classrooms and donated 

items from local businesses. Participants enjoyed a 

buffet dinner and live jazz music while bidding on 

items.   

Thank you to the Auction Committee and members of 

the HVM community for pulling off an enjoyable  

social event and prosperous fundraiser for HVM! 
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Elective Block is a Hit!   
Elective Block deemed a success by staff,  

parents and students 

This school year HVM created an eight week ñElective 

Blockò held Wednesday afternoons during school hours.  

During Elective Block, students have the opportunity to 

participate in enrichment activities, free of charge, in 

areas that many have never had the chance to experi-

ence.  For example, this sessionôs Elective Block in-

cludes Martial Arts, Rock Climbing, Pencil Drawing, 

Robotics, Theatre, and a Newspaper club.   

ñThe Elective Block is an incredible opportunity for 

children to try new things,ò says Andrea Kwiatkowski, 

the HVM contact who organizes and schedules the Elec-

tive Blocks.  ñBut more than that, it brings students in 

touch with the greater Haverhill community.ò  Almost 

every elective occurs as a result of generous volunteer 

hours by individuals and local businesses.  This program 

is a perfect example of non-monetary ways the local 

community can support public education and truly im-

pact local students.  HVM is truly grateful for its Elec-

tive Block Volunteers.   

One HVM parent says ñWednesday electives have 

helped  our children explore what was previously 

unavailable to them; and has helped them learn they 

have skills they havenôt tapped into as of yet.ò 

Students On the Beat as Reporters!  $26,000 is Big Bucks !  
HVM Auction a Big Success 

 

HVM in the News 

                        Weather Lesson:  Always do your homework 
Printed in the Haverhill Gazette,  
Written by Hill View Herald student staff member David Broderick 

Under the guidance of Haverhill Gazette editor, Donna           

Capodelupo, students from HVMôs Newspaper Elective are work-

ing hard to create the 3rd edition of the Hill View Herald.  With 

rectangular reporter notebooks in hand, students spent the first 

part of the block brainstorming ideas for articles and features, as 

well as interviewing and photographing.  Students focus on get-

ting the facts right and are careful to research correct name spell-

ings and to seek a school authority for accuracy on article com-

ponents.  The second part of the block is spent drafting, writing 

and proofing the articles for submission to HVM assistant editor, 

Kevin Stacey.   

 

Look for the Hill View Herald to appear in an upcoming issue of 

the Haverhill Gazette, available at newsstands everywhere!  (See 

a sample article top right of this page.) 



A Long Way from Homeé Just like our Ancestors 

On April 1st, Upper Elementary students were happy we werenôt     

joking when we told them to be at school by 5:30 am!  Aprilôs Fools 

Day or not, they all rolled 

out  of bed to board four 

busses bound for New 

York City.   

Over 100 students and 30 

chaperones boarded the 

busses  for a day-long trip 

to Ellis Island and the 

Statue of Liberty.  The trip 

was a culminating experi-

ence for four classrooms of 

4th, 5th and 6th grade stu-

dents who had just com-

pleted an intensive study of 

immigration.   
 

It was a beautiful sunny day 

for a field trip to the Ellis Island Heritage Museum and Liberty 

Island.  For some students, this was the first time they had ventured beyond Massachusetts state bordersï 

truly feeling what their ancestors must have felt when they travelled to far and unknown places!    
 

Chaperones reported back that HVM students were as impressive as the trip itself.  They asked inquisitive 

and thoughtful questions and behaved in true Hill View fashion- with the utmost grace, courtesy, respect 

and responsibility.   Thatôs impressive for a  hundred pre-teens functioning on limited sleep! 
 

ñWould we do it again? In a New York City minuteò stated teachers upon their midnight return to HVM! 
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We remain grateful for the endless effort of our many volunteers.  We call and they respond.  We are also 

eternally thankful for the ongoing financial support we receive from our generous donors within our school 

and from the greater Haverhill community.  Our school continues to grow and thrive because of them.         

If you would like to support HVM, please use the enclosed remittance envelope or visit our website at 

www.hillviewmontessori.org for more information.    

    With our sincerest gratitude,  

Upper Elementary students Sammy, Oren and 

Colton aboard the ferry to Lady Liberty 

A student shares what he now  

knows about Ellis Island. 

Janet Begin, HVM Executive Director 
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Check us out at 

www.hillviewmontessori.org  

Ward Hill Business Park 

75 Foundation Avenue 

Haverhill, MA 01835 

Phone: 978.521.2616 

Fax: 978.521.2656 
 

...Still smiling after waking at 5:00 am to take a five-hour 
bus ride to New York City for a one -day fieldtrip to  

Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty  


