
School Safety at Hill View Montessori

The safety, well-being, and security of our students is truly our top priority. Below, please find 

information about many of the e�orts we have made to establish the safest possible learning 

environment. 

Below, please find several resources that may be of interest as you think about how to speak with your 

child about school safety. If your child is demonstrating significant anxiety or fear around school 

safety, please feel free to contact me, Carla Vaughan (School Social Worker, Grades 4-8) or Bridget 

Sears (School Counselor, Grades K-3).

We have a Crisis Management Team and a comprehensive Crisis Management Plan that is 
communicated to sta� annually and also reviewed periodically throughout the year during sta� 
meetings. The written plan is available for review at any time by all sta� members. 
We have written plans for many types of emergencies including those necessitating shelter-in-
place, school evacuation, and lockdown procedures. 
Each year, in addition to regularly scheduled fire drills, each classroom practices three School 
Safety Drills*. These drills are guided by protocols developed by the US Department of Homeland 
Security, the New York Police Department (NYPD) and ALICE training practices. Faculty, 
caregivers, and students will always be notified ahead of time that a School Safety Drill will take 
place on a particular day, to maximize preparedness and minimize fear in students.
We believe that words matter and that all young people deserve to feel safe in their school 
community. For these reasons, we use the terms “School Safety” and “School Safety Drills” rather 
than “Lockdown,” “Active Shooter” or other more frightening terms.
Per professional guidelines, we emphasize to students that when the designated "Stop, Look & 
Listen" signal is given, it is essential that they immediately listen to and follow adult directions. 
Please review this important message with your child as well.
All outside doors of our school are locked during school hours with only the main entrance door 
enabled to receive visitors. 
All visitors to Hill View Montessori are required to sign in at the front desk and to wear a Visitor 
name badge whenever they are in the building.
All classroom doors can be locked and teachers are trained to do so during certain emergencies.
Sta� provide close supervision of recess areas and all transitions to and from the school building. 
When outside on school grounds for recess or outdoor learning, sta� carry walkie-talkies to 
enable communication with the main o�ce.
We have four trained and certified/licensed mental health professionals on sta� who can provide 
students and families with assistance in social-emotional matters.
We have a parent notification system to notify families of important information and events. In 
the case of an emergency requiring evacuation, information would include where to meet and 
reunify with your child. I would strongly encourage you to ensure your contact information is 
updated regularly.
Lastly, Massachusetts has some of the strictest gun laws in the nation. These laws include a ban 
on assault-type weapons, which includes the AR-15. Furthermore, people who possess firearms 
must be licensed with the local police department, and if there are any concerns or violation of 
the law, the Police Chief can suspend the license and order the surrender of the weapons. 

Talking to Kids About School Safety
How to Talk to Young Kids About School Safety--Even if You Think It's Too Early to Start
Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents & Teachers

http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=7lKHYKHTOIc-2BnUEXHv8lw-2BNhlZ8DaswcfxlwxI75jLCdPfSTL23g5DhXH7B9bArJOTr5_d2MTRj6wbRzi1tcOKNv9PqDLclimsRMdKFKbt5BuzP8rXOq2gBiPOZ0TpI5rssLPfpaaYzkgPbfzneEZq1iArCnjPdH-2Fj14-2BTZpyYVK1pVI7A2zC1zMsPH-2BqA0e3cQa0BaRhTPnk881j5zreSfUPjd6357qvk6L4MDNR476Y3vu9ZdSgzRureWP7yD2wsbMoKtQ-2B8KygfyEHMFdB5u4yBePCmsajooXY615FhmGbJ-2BSDDydueidt4wv7JqGaVQWeK4T-2BsgOvTLVNJzn-2FhiqpfWo5RNW8vMYN5-2BBAfLLRpwE-3D
http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=7lKHYKHTOIc-2BnUEXHv8lwzr-2F9mxHu8Ec3KOhSFX9MTs7w47zYk2-2FBje5RDnEc6EEluByhsJUOOApCGDnK3n7oOVNl4iLuG1l8G1XVnNKQYA-3D1z7c_d2MTRj6wbRzi1tcOKNv9PqDLclimsRMdKFKbt5BuzP8rXOq2gBiPOZ0TpI5rssLPfpaaYzkgPbfzneEZq1iArCnjPdH-2Fj14-2BTZpyYVK1pVI7A2zC1zMsPH-2BqA0e3cQa0BaRhTPnk881j5zreSfUPjduvSsOqwu31gjGB6pj9SUi89kEhFHieh50Mg5zmiWspWniKKqf0ASiBvtVyGt7H3SMsi9YYEHJB-2Fe3P0yEP7v50kkdhIPLDw-2FmWe-2FgaBroCgtqxA4CgI3elI3CfuMn3-2Ft-2B3bFLRgV4PsWwGTpbHycQ-3D
http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=7lKHYKHTOIc-2BnUEXHv8lw0nk3f-2BQ3PwpX-2B8NkIeaAs6gOjSr8lnChaht1B1L-2BepyGQqUBev-2BiNEnxW5KfM1AaNrzWtO53hzMK1bzqk4eOHnTvHFIkaH1jAqwTbssL4Dh9luy1010D8Tak3i6kGpoEw-3D-3D-M7e_d2MTRj6wbRzi1tcOKNv9PqDLclimsRMdKFKbt5BuzP8rXOq2gBiPOZ0TpI5rssLPfpaaYzkgPbfzneEZq1iArCnjPdH-2Fj14-2BTZpyYVK1pVI7A2zC1zMsPH-2BqA0e3cQa0BaRhTPnk881j5zreSfUPjWAKF4EWNdlWPD-2F706piyXatTOIB8221AfZDKbmqksRbe24eFTk8rgUtINO6j93b3MCPZa0U5NC4D6xzzgK1mA-2Fofd-2FvEvWQtBcPnXdL10XLlW8Fbojtp-2FhewbkbvVrAKtHjnyBQOtN9lxZSelmfw2s-3D
http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=7lKHYKHTOIc-2BnUEXHv8lw4JfKuxJe94UGanR0NJkxChg91OHxefzJJFEosrPqtggrsDvNaR1ZQ6WcQh8XwX8m4wQ22x4V8DDdxwT3kUL4Kw4b5TXpW7FS5p05Kw7bGqPvMHo6KMuiZVls30wSx5Y3c8wJqh5IpXx8vtLvJUoWROAQMLtRwhsRFIRD9JNcXsx-2FrOitdnCoiyasvfWfLcnDooHW0kgj2d6PYz2ztcyPtKolv-2B2c-2BoPOYCWJUq00mO5iGf0Li3cAbGXB9K2bo6GrA-3D-3DjSh1_d2MTRj6wbRzi1tcOKNv9PqDLclimsRMdKFKbt5BuzP8rXOq2gBiPOZ0TpI5rssLPfpaaYzkgPbfzneEZq1iArCnjPdH-2Fj14-2BTZpyYVK1pVI7A2zC1zMsPH-2BqA0e3cQa0BaRhTPnk881j5zreSfUPjaCUe-2Bh-2F1-2FWUCbEcY-2FL85sk8D6orWlSFCukQ5BncSgwoZWA0XpFQhBaAR1UOfoeOQ5-2BU0xrJf9Is1Ez6S0XPVjirmuJqZ8yhjPOzlBJOPXa-2FbSCFufchGmt0a2JLn5K3YZETpZ1a4krvaG8ZWI4Or-2Fk-3D



